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PHI 1030 Introduction to Ethics
Caleb Cohoe, Associate Professor of Philosophy

 ccohoe1@msudenver.edu, 303-615-0303, CN 307F
Catalog Description:
This is a first philosophy course designed to introduce students to basic philosophical issues, primarily in the areas of moral and social philosophy. This course covers fundamental questions such as, for example: “What is the relation, if any, between morality and religion?” or “How should society be best organized?” Important cultural achievements, in the form of original and complete works, will be emphasized. This course satisfies the General Studies Arts and Humanities Requirement.
Detailed Course Description:


Can we discover objective guidelines for how we ought to live or is morality just based on societal conventions? Which activities should we undertake and which should we avoid? What does it take to live a meaningful life? In this introductory philosophy course, we will approach such questions by employing the methods of philosophical reason, carefully examining arguments and considering their fundamental assumptions. We will use readings drawn from both historical texts and contemporary philosophical discussion, looking at Western and non-Western sources. We will examine several different approaches to meaning and value, including Aristotle’s ethics of virtue and human flourishing, Buddhist ethics and questions of suffering and the self, Susan Wolf’s account of meaning as fitting fulfillment, and Blaise Pascal’s exploration of the human condition. We will also explore the practical implications of these various ethical views for how we are to live now.

Prerequisites: None 

Texts: 
1. Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, Trans. C.D.C. Reeve. Indianapolis: Hackett, 2014. ISBN: 9781624661174
2. Early Buddhist Discourses, Edited and Translated by John J. Holder. Indianapolis: Hackett, 2006. ISBN: 978-0-87220-792-9
3. Susan Wolf, Meaning in Life and Why it Matters, Princeton, NJ: Princeton University, ISBN: 9780691154503

4. Blaise Pascal, Pensées, Trans. and ed. Roger Ariew, Indianapolis: Hackett, ISBN: 9780872207172. 

5. Additional required readings will be made available on the Blackboard course website under Content. 

Reading, writing, and assignments:
Weekly readings will typically amount to about 15-30 pages. The required readings will be taken from both historical and contemporary sources. Although the readings are relatively short, they are difficult, requiring close study and multiple readings. The best approach is to read each text both before and after we discuss it in class. Reread each piece several times if necessary. Further advice on reading philosophy is posted on the course’s Blackboard site, under Content.
There will be both a midterm and a final exam, as well as frequent opportunities for class participation and group discussion. You will regularly submit short reading responses, consisting of (1) a brief one paragraph summary of the main claims of the reading and the evidence offered in support of them and (2) a question you have in response to the reading. You will also be asked to complete a number of exercise and application assignments that reflect on what the theories we are considering ask of us and how we could put them into practice.
Grading: 
Course Participation and Reading Responses: 25%, Engagement Assignments and Reflections: 25%, Midterm exam: 20%, Final exam: 30%
Course Outline:
1. Philosophical Method: Truth, Evidence, Facts, Opinions, August 20
a. Mary Midgley, “Moral Isolationism” (Blackboard)
2. Aristotle and Virtue Ethics (Part 1), Nicomachean Ethics, August 22-September 24
a. The Human Good as the Target, Book I

b. Virtue of Character, Habituation, Intention, and the Mean, Book II

c. Choice, Deliberation, The Virtues of Character, Books III-IV
d. Character Virtues and the Role of Feeling in Action, Books III-V
e. Intellectual Virtues and Practical Wisdom, Book VI

3. Buddhist Ethics, Early Buddhist Discourses, September 24-October 10
a. Avoiding Suffering and Enlightenment as the Target
b. Attitudes on Desires and Emotions
c. The Self, Impermanence, and Relationships

4. Aristotle and Virtue Ethics (Part 2), Nicomachean Ethics, October 10-24
a. Self-Control and Lack of Control, Books VII, 1-3

b. Friendship and Relationships, Books VIII-IX
c. The Political Life and the Contemplative Life, Book X, 6-8
5. Midterm: October 16 (tentatively)
6. How Do We Get Meaning in Life? (Susan Wolf, Meaning in Life and Why it Matters), October 24-November 12
a. The Fulfillment View: Satisfying our desires

b. The Importance of Objective Value: Connecting to something outside ourselves

c. Objections and Replies

7. The Human Condition: Challenges to Meaning and Happiness (Blaise Pascal, Pensées), November 12-December 5
a. Boredom and Wretchedness: Pascal’s diagnosis
b. The Wager

c. Implications

d. Objections and Replies
8. Final Exam, Week of December 9-12 (To be scheduled)
This Class Schedule and Syllabus is subject to revision. Current assignments and schedule will be found on the course website and/or via email.
Specific, Measurable Student Behavioral Learning Objectives:
Upon completion of this course, students should be able to:

1. Identify and recall central philosophical topics and problems, especially those of a continuing nature.

2. Employ and utilize key terminology and technical vocabulary unique to philosophy, including biographical information and historical detail as relevant

3. Criticize possible answers and proposed techniques for answering philosophical problems.

4. Suggest and consider alternate solutions that may involve either the reformulation or the rejection of the question under consideration.

5. Apply some theoretical considerations to either history or practice.

6. Frame and evaluate the conflicting claims of philosophy in contradistinction to art, science and religion.

As a General Studies course in the Arts and Humanities, students will also be able to:

7. Demonstrate the ability to locate sources when information is needed, and to evaluate the authenticity, validity, and reliability of resources applied to a specific purpose. (#2—10%)

8. Create persuasive and well-reasoned arguments that are appropriate to topic and purpose. (#3—10%)

9. Communicate in writing with an awareness of audience, by using language conventions appropriate to the occasion and task. (#5—10%)

10. Identify important examples of texts, creative works, artifacts, or problems in the discipline including the cultural context. (#12—20%)

11. Analyze text(s), artifact(s), or problem(s) using a point of view informed by the critical or aesthetic perspectives appropriate to the discipline. (#13—20%)

Writing Center:
The Writing Center, with locations in KC 415, SSB 230G, and the Auraria Library, can help you with any aspect of your writing, from generating ideas to supporting your arguments to organizing to editing for style. For the current schedule or to make an appointment, visit the Writing Center’s website at www.msudenver.edu/writectr/ or call 303-556-6070.

COLLEGE OF LETTERS, ARTS, AND SCIENCES
SYLLABUS POLICIES – Fall 2019
Students are responsible for full knowledge of the provisions and regulations pertaining to all aspects of their attendance at MSU Denver, and should familiarize themselves with the policies found in the MSU Denver Catalog: MSU Denver Catalog.  For more information and recent updates, go to the CLAS website: https://msudenver.edu/las/studentinformation/forms/
NOTE: If you have any difficulty accessing the hyperlinks in this document, please inform the instructor.
WITHDRAWAL FROM A COURSE
Students should be aware that any kind of withdrawal can have a negative impact on some types of financial aid. For information, read the Withdrawals page. msudenver.edu/financialaid/undergraduate/keepingawards/withdrawals/
INCOMPLETE POLICY
The Incomplete (I) notation may be assigned when a student who is achieving satisfactory progress in a course and who has completed most class assignments is unable to take the final examination and/or does not complete all class assignments due to unusual circumstances, such as hospitalization or disability. For further information see the Incomplete notation page.  catalog.msudenver.edu/content.php?catoid=23&navoid=1301%23Grades_Notations#incomplete
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

As students, faculty, staff and administrators of Metropolitan State University of Denver, it is our responsibility to uphold and maintain an academic environment that furthers scholarly inquiry, creative activity and the application of knowledge. We will not tolerate academic dishonesty.  We will demonstrate honesty and integrity in all activities related to our learning and scholarship. We will not plagiarize, fabricate information or data, cheat on tests or exams, steal academic material, or submit work to more than one class without full disclosure.

For further information see the Academic Integrity http://catalog.msudenver.edu/content.php?catoid=23&navoid=1302&hl=%22academic+dishonesty%22&returnto=search%23AcademicHonesty#AcademicHonesty page. 
PROHIBITION ON SEXUAL MISCONDUCT
Metropolitan State University of Denver prohibits sexual misconduct in any form, including sexual assault or sexual abuse, sexual harassment, and other forms of nonconsensual sexual conduct, including stalking and electronic harassment. For further information, see the Title IX page and refer to the Student Code of Conduct page. 

ACCOMMODATIONS TO ASSIST INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES

The Metropolitan State University of Denver is committed to making reasonable accommodations to assist individuals with disabilities in reaching their academic potential. If you have a disability which may impact your performance, attendance, or grades in this class and are requesting accommodations, then you must first register with the Access Center, located in the Plaza Building, Suite 122, 303-556-8387. The Access Center is the designated department responsible for coordinating accommodations and services for students with disabilities. Accommodations will not be granted prior to my receipt of your faculty notification letter from the Access Center. Please note that accommodations are never provided retroactively (i.e., prior to the receipt of your faculty notification letter.) Once I am in receipt of your official Access Center faculty accommodation letter, I would be happy to meet with you to discuss your accommodations. All discussions will remain confidential. Further information is available by visiting the Access Center website. http://www.msudenver.edu/access/
CLASS ATTENDANCE ON RELIGIOUS HOLIDAYS

Students at MSU Denver who, because of their sincerely held religious beliefs, are unable to attend classes, take examinations, participate in graded activities or submit graded assignments on particular days shall without penalty be excused from such classes and be given a meaningful opportunity to make up such examinations and graded activities or assignments provided that advance written notice that the student will be absent for religious reasons is given to the faculty members during the first two weeks of the semester. For further information, see the Class Attendance policies page. http://catalog.msudenver.edu/content.php?catoid=23&navoid=1302#ClassAttendance
ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION POLICY

Electronic communication is an official means of communication for the University.For more information, see the Electronic Communication policy page.  http://catalog.msudenver.edu/content.php?catoid=23&navoid=1404&hl=%22official+means+of+communication%22&returnto=search%23Electronic_Communication_Policy#Electronic_Communication_Policy
RESOURCES

The College of Letters, Arts, and Sciences is committed to, and cares about, all students. To help you manage personal challenges and basic needs security, the university offer several resources. Any student who has difficulty affording groceries or accessing sufficient food to eat every day, or who lacks a safe and stable place to live, and believes this may affect their performance in the course, is urged to contact the Dean of Students (303-615-0220 or 303-615-0423), the Gender Institute for Teaching and Advocacy (303-615-2052), or our CLAS office (303-615-0995 or 303-615-1301) for support. Students are responsible for full knowledge of the provisions and regulations pertaining to all aspects of their attendance at MSU Denver, and should familiarize themselves with the policies found in the MSU Denver Catalog. http://catalog.msudenver.edu/
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